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Preliminary special thanks:  

- We thanks the Italian Embassy in Brussels for hosting this event, organized in 
collaboration with the British Embassy in Brussels and at the special presence of 
Minister for Climate and Environment, Zakia Khattabi, and for giving us the possibility 
to express our voice and our concerns regarding this crucial issue linked to climate 
change and path towards COP26.  

- We also thanks Italian and British companies for their presentations.  
 
 
Progress is made on the path to tackling global warming. We are moving along, and best 
practices of companies are encouraging. Also, we should not be worried about technologies. 
But many worries were expressed by the students about the fact that the transition occurs 
at a too slow pace.  
 
Worries :  

- False solutions offered by companies: typically, gas might emit less CO2 but more 
CH4. Afraid that solutions that are offered are more political than expert driven. 

- Afraid of greenwashing (“how can we trust you?”): it is complicated to distinguish 
between what is greenwashing and what is honest engagement.  

 
We need a change of paradigm: 

- Companies are striving for growth and profit, which is complicated to associate 
together with environmental engagements. 

- Need a change in the internal governance, for instance in the way board of directors 
steer companies according to profits interests (ex: Danone). 

- Companies should engage in a way that is holistic and comprehensive of all their 
activities, not just the part that is compatible with their business plans. 

- We should strive for sobriety; the goal is to consume better but also much less.  
- We should strive for climate justice: we do not act for ‘the planet’ or ‘our children’. 

People are suffering today, and it is always the poorest whether in North-South 
relations, or nationally. Those polluting less, and least responsible for climate change, 
are suffering most of the adverse effects of climate change. 

 
Expectations: 

- Rather than calling on behavioural change on the part of consumers, companies 
should be the ones leading the change, driving the demand and influences the 
masses by proposing products that are truly green. 



- Students, as future professionals, do not want to work for companies that are 
contributing to destroy their future. They want their employer to be engaged in the 
fight against global warming.  

- If companies do not change by themselves, political actors should steer them. 
- Be scared of climate change, but don't be scared of new technologies (e.g. nuclear 

energy, genetically engineered crops, hydrogen as an energy source, carbon capture 
technology, etc). Worldwide, millions of scientists are working day and night to put 
solutions on the table to accelerate this immense transition. None of them is 
miraculous solutions on their own, but all of them deserve to be properly considered. 
Like all new things, these new technologies have flaws and disadvantages, but are 
improved on every day. A technology that seems unfeasible, dangerous or inefficient 
today can, thanks to a great company or research group, become a crucial part of the 
climate neutrality tomorrow. Take the time to look into new scientific advances and 
their daily improvements, don't just close your eyes and nod your head out of 
principle." 

 
 
Questions :  

- How can we be sure that circular economy is actually tackling both climate change 
and biodiversity ? These are two faces of the same crisis. We should not propose 
false solution that address one but worsen the other (ex: gas).  

 


